
©

The Official Newsletter Of The American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

    Feb / Mar 2018                                                      Vol. 51 No. 2

Photo by Teresa Garcia

www.aarwba.org)


American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

A
ll 

C
on

te
nt

s 
©

 T
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
 A

ut
o 

R
ac

in
g 

W
rit

er
s 

&
 B

ro
ad

ca
st

er
s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

92
2 

N
or

th
 P

as
s 

A
ve

nu
e 

B
ur

ba
nk

, C
A

 9
15

05
-2

70
3 

 (8
18

) 8
42

-7
00

5

2

By Ray Sotero
In August of 2010, Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion
officials dedicated the weekend to racing icon Dan Gur-
ney, calling his tribute “The Cars He Built and The Cars
He Drove.”

At the same time, the world-famous course near
Monterey debuted a new class: The Historic Grand Na-
tional and Stock Car Group.

Prominently featured throughout the event, both in the
paddock and on the track, was the exact same 1963
white Ford Galaxie Gurney drove to victory in longdep-
arted Riverside Raceway’s first road-course race. With
52,000 fans watching over six hours. Gurney beat none
other than A.J. Foyt, with an average speed of 84.96
mph.

“There I was at Riverside mixing it up with some of the
biggest names in NASCAR,” Gurney told this writer about
the likes of Donnie  Allison, Dick Hutcherson, Ned Jarrett,
Junior Johnson, David Pearson and Bobby Unser. “I
didn’t know how I would do. I hoped it would be good.”

He needn’t have worried.

Gurney, who died last January of pneumonia at age 86,
will be remembered as a legend in motorsports, as much
for his skill and expertise as his gentlemanly manner and
sense of fair play. Only Gurney and Mario Andretti ever
won races in the top category of IndyCar, Formula One,
the FIA World Sports Car Championship and NASCAR.
He won in almost every racing series he entered, earning
respect and appreciation for a near-endless series of
firsts in design, engineering, safety and technical devel-
opment.

Among the highlights: Four F1 victories in 86 tries, includ-
ing the 1967 Belgian Grand Prix, and five in NASCAR.
And he will be forever known for inaugurating the tradition
of spraying drivers with champagne after winning Le
Mans in 1967.

Three American legends of sports car racing fielding questions at a Media Day event at the 2004
Grand Opening of the Chaparral Gallery, in the Petroleum Museum, in Midland, Texas.

L-R Dan Gurney, Phil Hill and Jim Hall
Photo by Andrew S. Hartwell / ashautophoto.com

The racing bug bit early on Long Island, New York, when a
teenage Gurney was inspired by a midget driver billed as Ted
Tappett. He later turned out to be Phil Walters, who later be-
came a star driving Cunninghams.

In 1948, Gurney moved to Southern California and immediate-
ly fell into the hot rod scene. A stint in the Army during the Ko-
rean  War interrupted his racing career but he came roaring
back with wins throughout the region. His skills caught the eye
of Europeans and, with a good word from Phil Hill he raced for
Ferrari and others. There was no turning back, from driver to
constructor to legend and the wins and milestones that fol-
lowed.

Standing near his white No. 28 Galaxie at Laguna Seca, pre-
pared by the legendary builders Holman and Moody, he said
the car “turned out to be a dandy” yet acknowledged his hours
spent behind the wheel. “I had a certain leg up on those driv-
ers that hadn’t done road racing. Still, it was a great experi-
ence. To get to rub shoulders, uh, fenders, with the big names
in those days...”

Or to simply spend time with them.

God speed, Dan Gurney.

The racing bug bit early on Long Island, New York, when a
teenage Gurney was inspired by a midget driver billed as Ted
Tappett. He later turned out to be Phil Walters, who later be-
came a star driving Cunninghams.

In 1948, Gurney moved to Southern California and immediate-
ly fell into the hot rod scene. A stint in the Army during the Ko-
rean  War interrupted his racing career but he came roaring
back with wins throughout the region. His skills caught the eye
of Europeans and, with a good word from Phil Hill he raced for
Ferrari and others. There was no turning back, from driver to
constructor to legend and the wins and milestones that fol-
lowed.

God speed, Dan Gurney.
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INDYCAR Statement on the passing of Dan Gurney

Gurney Earned Unparalleled Respect from
Fellow Racing Legends

By Bruce Martin, INDYCAR

In the history of American racing, there may have never
been a more versatile race driver who exemplified class
and innovation more than Dan Gurney.

 Gurney, 86, passed away Sunday from complications of
pneumonia at his Southern California home. Gurney fin-
ished second in the 1968 and 1969 Indianapolis 500 and
third in his final Indy 500 start in 1970. He also was the
first driver to win races in Formula One, IndyCar, NA-
SCAR Cup and elite sports car competition, a list that on-
ly Mario Andretti and Juan Pablo Montoya have joined.

 When Andretti drove to his only Indianapolis 500 victory
in 1969, Gurney finished second.

“To me, Dan Gurney is on the highest podium because
he fits the category of the best driver never to have won
the Formula One World Championship,” Andretti said.
“His versatility from my personal standpoint is what in-
spired me all along in my career. He has won in every
form of motorsport he has ever competed in. He is a total
icon – no question about it.

“In my book, he rates at the highest level.”

Andretti believes Gurney was aggressive but used an in-
telligent approach.

“He was always in for it – he wanted to be there for the
win,” Andretti said. “Road racing was his strength, but he
also did ovals and stock cars very well. In 1969, I was
happy that Dan Gurney was second because the win was
worth that much more when a driver like Gurney was sec-
ond.

“He was always a class individual and a gentleman and
someone I have the utmost respect for.”

IMSA Statement on the passing of Dan Gurney

"The word 'legend' can sometimes be overused, but in de-
scribing Daniel Sexton Gurney, it's the only word that fits,”
said IMSA President Scott Atherton. “Dan Gurney was an
American racing legend who accomplished nearly all there
was to accomplish as a driver in our sport, from sports cars
to NASCAR, Indy cars to Formula 1. Dan was an innova-
tive car builder and a lifelong steward of motorsports be-
yond his on-track performance.

"In the world of IMSA, he was a championship-winning
team owner with his All American Racers team, and in later
years, his son, Alex, would become a driving champion as
well in the GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series. On behalf
of everybody at IMSA, we extend our most sincere condo-
lences to Dan's wife, Evi, and his entire family. We also
extend our thoughts and prayers to Dan's many friends
and associates. We’re confident he’s spraying champagne
in heaven right now. Godspeed, Dan."

During his successful career as a driver, Gurney won races
in the Trans-Am, Can-Am, NASCAR, Formula 1 and Indy
car series. He was the first driver in history to win races in
sports cars (1958), Formula 1 (1962), NASCAR (1963) and
Indy cars (1967). The only other two to accomplish this feat
are Mario Andretti and Juan Pablo Montoya.

Following his 1967 victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans with
co-driver A.J. Foyt, Gurney became the first driver to spray
champagne following the win on the podium, a tradition
that is now followed throughout the world following a win.
The following week he won the Belgian Grand Prix in a car
he constructed – the Eagle Mk. 1.

After he retired from driving, Gurney became the chairman
and CEO of All American Racers, a title he held until he
turned over control of the company to his son, Justin, in
2011. The team won 78 races including the Indianapolis
500, the Rolex 24 At Daytona the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of
Sebring and eight championships.

As a team owner in the IMSA GTP class in 1992 and 1993,
his Toyota Eagles, at one point, won 17 consecutive races.
Those teams also won back-to-back driver and manufac-
turer championships.

He was responsible for the “Gurney Flap”, a right-angle
extension on the upper trailing edge of the rear wing which
increases downforce. He was also first driver to wear a full-
face helmet. The Port Jefferson, New York native was en-
shrined into the International Motorsports Hall of Fame in
1990 and was also a member of the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America.

Gurney is survived by his wife, Evi, and four sons – Justin,
Alex, Jimmy and Dan Jr.

Photo of Dan Gurney taken by Andrew S. Hartwell at the 2008 Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona
where Dan served as the Grand Marshall
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Longtime motor racing artist Hector Cademartori
has been named official artist for the 2018 Toyota
Grand Prix of Long Beach.

Cademartori’s artwork depicting Grand Prix racing
events will appear on the official race poster, as well
as a number of other materials including the official
souvenir program and Fan Guide.

For Cademartori, it’s a return to the event that got
him started upon his arrival in the United States: his
first official race poster here in the U.S. was for the
1984 Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach and fea-
tured the #40 Indy car of then-driver Chip Ganassi!

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where Juan Manu-
el Fangio was a household name, Cademartori was
first influenced in racing in the mid-1960s by the
European tradition and great drivers such as Dan
Gurney, Jackie Stewart, Pedro Rodriguez and Gra-
ham Hill.

He started out drawing Lotuses, BRMs and Ferraris
in his note pads at school, and his fellow students
loved them.  Over time he learned to appreciate the
history of racing in the 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s, and
the romance of those years which lend themselves
to beautiful art.

“I just wanted to be in racing. I wasn’t a mechanic or a
fabricator, or designer, or driver, or sponsor, so I used
my artwork to be in the racing business,” said
Cademartori. “I consider myself a racer with a brush. I
hope this won’t disappoint those who follow my work,
but I used my art to be around racing … my priority
isn’t art but motor racing.”

In 1983, he moved to the U.S. to specialize in motor
racing art and started selling drawings and paintings,
showing them to different people in the motor racing
and motorcycle fields.

His client list includes racing teams, corporations, mag-
azines and private commissions and his work includes
art in Dan Gurney’s All American Racers offices, Indy
500 yearbook covers, Lucas Oil, The Mitty, SVRA, La
Carrera Panamericana of Mexico and Auto Club
Speedway posters, national  automobile and motorcy-
cle magazines and book publishers, as well as manu-
facturers such as Kawasaki USA, American Honda,
and Yamaha USA, Toyota Motorsports, TRD and
many others.

Cademartori races his 240Z in two vintage racing
associations and currently lives in La Verne with wife,
Florencia.

His art can be viewed at authorsandartists.com.

Hector Cademartori holding his original 2018 Toyota Grand Prix
of Long Beach artwork.
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It was a long year away from IndyCar racing for Jimmy
Vasser.

Vasser, who won the 1996 IndyCar championship as a
driver and the 2013 Indianapolis 500 as a team owner,
ended a one-year hiatus from the speed he needs when
he recently announced his return as a team co-owner
this weekend(cqMarch 9-11) at the series season opener
in St. Petersburg, Fl.

Vasser and James Sullivan joined Dale Coyne to form
Dale Coyne Racing with Vasser Sullivan. The reunion
doesn’t end with Sullivan, who was part of KVSH Racing
Technology before it disbanded at the end of the 2016
season. Four-time IndyCar (CART) champ Sebastien
Bourdais, who earned five wins over three years driving
for Vasser, will be behind the wheel of the No. 19 Honda
for the 17-race Verizon IndyCar Series season, including
the Indianapolis 500.

“I took a year off from racing for the first time in many
years and soon realized how much I missed it,” Vasser
said.

At 53, Vasser remains a testament to passion. He com-
peted in 236 IndyCar races over 16 years. He has 10
wins, 33 podiums, eight poles and holds the series re-
cord for consecutive starts with 211. In 2004 he became
a team co-owner at KV and retired from full-time driving
in 2006. His team was competitive, earning seven wins.
Off the track, the California native owns three car dealer-
ships and a vineyard in Napa.

Despite his varied interests, it’s racing that excites him
most. He admits he had a good run, but racing has been
his life, and he’s not ready to let it go.

Sidebar:
Welcome back, Jimmy.

Thank him or hate him, if it wasn’t for Jimmy Vasser, you
wouldn’t be reading this.

In the Spring of 1992 I was a reporter covering govern-
ment and politics – and a fair amount of sleaze for the
Sacramento Bureau of Gannett News Service/USA To-
day. The Capitol had been rocked with scandals. Nearly
a dozen lawmakers and lobbyists were recorded  accept-
ing cash bribes caught on hidden FBI cameras. Others
were caught sleeping with women not their spouses.
One was arrested for asking an undercover female cop
to join him and a prostitute in a ménage a trois. For an
idealistic journalist, disillusionment in what motivated
people was setting in.

Then an email went out to the staff of the seven Gannett
papers in California and Nevada: Would anyone be inter-
ested in covering a rookie driver and team owner com-
peting in that year’s Indianapolis 500? The driver was a
Northern Californian named Jimmy Vasser; the team
owner was wealthy Palm Springs developer named Jim
Hayhoe.

Jimmy Vassar Returns to INDYCAR
By Ray Sotero

After 13 years covering elected “leaders,” here was an opportu-
nity to do something different. In less time than it takes to hit
the throttle after the green flag waves, I jumped at the chance,
and got lucky.

As a kid growing up in Los Angeles, my older brother had taken
me to a handful of stock-car races in nearby Saugus. As a ju-
nior high schooler in the late 1960s, I read “500 Miles To Go:
The History of the Indianapolis Speedway” by Al Bloemkr.
Names like Andretti, Foyt, Jones and Unser became seared in
memory but I had never attended an IndyCar race, or any other
as an adult. Instead, after two tours in Vietnam, I focused on
‘serious’ journalism like Woodward and Bernstein.

Then came Vasser, Hayhoe and a first-hand introduction to the
pageantry, history and tradition of the Greatest Spectacle In
Racing. Everything changed.

Vasser set a record rookie qualifying record. But in a race
turned-crash fest due mostly to cold weather, Vasser broke a
leg, one of several drivers to suffer serious injuries. In the
heart-stopping finish, Al Unser, Jr., narrowly edged Scott Good-
year for a narrow win that remains the closet Indy finale ever.

It was a breakthrough moment to realize that, unlike many poli-
ticians and bureaucrats, IndyCar racers really lay it on the line,
risking everything for a shot at immortality.

By the end of a memorable Memorial Day weekend, I had filed
an advance, a race-day newsy Sunday and, after bringing
Vasser flowers to his hospital room in downtown Indianapolis
on Monday, a wistful second-day feature. The editors were
happy – and I was hooked. I’ve missed only one 500 since.

It has been a thrill to follow Vasser’s breakthrough champion-
ship, (Chip Ganassi’s first); his transition to team owner; and
his team’s 2013 Indy 500 victory with close friend Tony Kanaan
driving.

After Vasser’s team disbanded at the end of the 2016, he said
something was missing. Same here. Vasser’s return to Indy-
Cars with as a partners with Dale Coyne Racing is a return to
where he belongs – on the track.

It’ll be fun to watch.
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President & Executive Director -
Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org
Vice President -
Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com

Treasurer -
Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

Midwest Vice President -
Nick Dettmann
Managing Editor, West Bend Daily News
ndettmann@conleynet.com

Southern Vice President  -
Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, RacingNation.com
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President -
David Moulthrop
Photographer, iRacingNews.com
dave.moulthrop@gmail.com

Western Vice President -
Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett
News Service
raysotero@yahoo.com

Secretary -
Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Speedway Report
reynol945@gmail.com

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

From Paul Page:

There is a danger in not attending meetings. When you
are not there you cannot speak for yourself. You cannot
refuse appointments. I apparently missed a meeting as
now Bill Marvel has passed the torch to me for the Bob
Russo Award.

Seriously, Bill approached me last year and asked that I
chair the Russo Award. There could not have been a
greater honor. Bob Russo was a friend and mentor at the
Speedway as he was for many. His patient smile is not
something to easily forget. He loved the sport and espe-
cially the Indianapolis 500. He is a Speedway icon.

It is time to begin the process to give the award again
this May at the Speedway.

- The Selection Committee includes the Original Commit-
tee and all past recipients.

- The nominee must “have demonstrated a profound in-
terest, tireless effort, and undying dedication to auto rac-
ing as exemplified by Bob Russo, through his lifelong
career.

- Nominations can only be made by members who have
been in AARWBA for at least 5 years and all members of
the selection committee.

- Nominees must have been in the auto racing commit-
tee for at least 5 years.

- The Award can be awarded posthumously.

- Nomination must be in written form of 100 words or
less and sent by email or post to the Chairman of the
Founders Award Committee.

- Nominations must contain the signature of the one
making the nomination and be submitted by March 1st
each year.

- The selection of a Recipient is made by a vote of the
members of the Selection Committee and is final. In the
case of a tie, the President of AARWBA will break the
tie.

Time is of the essence. Please consider well and reply
soon.

The nomination should be sent to:
Paul Page
paulpage@ameritech.net
9441 Holliday Dr
Indianapolis, IN 46260
317-590-1163.

Thank you all and let’s find someone a recipient with
what I believe is one of the most significant non racing
honors given at the Speedway.

Thank you,
Paul
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MONSTER
ENERGY IMSA NHRA

FORMULA NASCAR VERIZON WEATHERTECH MELLO
ONE CUP INDYCAR SPORTSCAR YELLO

Jan 7
Jan 14
Jan 21
Jan 28 Daytona
Feb 4
Feb 11 Daytona Pomona
Feb 18 Daytona
Feb 25 Atlanta Phoenix
Mar 4 Las Vegas
Mar 11 Phoenix St. Petersburg
Mar 18 Fontana Sebring * Gainesville
Mar 25 Australia Martinsville
Apr 1
Apr 8 Bahrain Texas Phoenix* Las Vegas
Apr 15 China Bristol Long Beach Long Beach *
Apr 22 Richmond * Birmingham Houston
Apr 29 Azerbaijan Talladega Charlotte
May 6 Dover Mid-Ohio Atlanta
May 13 Spain Kansas * Indianapolis *
May 20 Charlotte * Topeka
May 27 Monaco Charlotte Indianapolis
June 3 Pocono Detroit x2 Detroit * Chicago
June 10 Canada Michigan Texas * Virginia
June 17 Bristol
June 24 France Sonoma Elkhart Lake Norwalk
July 1 Austria Chicago Watkins Glen
July 8 Great Britain Daytona * Iowa Mosport Epping
July 15 Kentucky* Toronto
July 22 Germany Loudon Lime Rock* Denver
July 29 Hungary Pocono Mid-Ohio Sonoma
Aug 5 Watkins Glen Elkhart Lake Seattle
Aug 12 Michigan
Aug 19 Bristol * Pocono VIR Brainerd
Aug 26 Belgium St. Louis *
Sep 2 Italy Darlington Portland Indianapolis +
Sep 9 Indianapolis Laguna Seca
Sep 16 Singapore Las Vegas Sonoma Reading
Sep 23 Richmond * St. Louis
Sep 30 Russia Charlotte
Oct 7 Japan Dover Dallas
Oct 14 Talladega Road Atlanta * Charlotte
Oct 21 United States Kansas
Oct 28 Mexico Martinsville Las Vegas
Nov 4 Texas
Nov 11 Brazil Phoenix Pomona
Nov 18 Homestead
Nov 25 Abu Dhabi
Dec 2
Dec 19
Dec 16
Dec 25
Dec 30

*  Saturday Race + Monday Race

2018 Racing Schedules Compiled by Steve Mayer
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